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Next Membership 

Meeting 

Save the DATE/TIME 

Tuesday, August 16, 2016 

at 5:00 PM 

General 

Membership 

Meeting 

LOCATION: 

The Woodmoor Barn  

1691 Woodmoor Dr., 

 

Monument, CO  80132 

Questions? Call Joanie Huggins 

Phone:  630-1955 

See page 2 for details 

Message from Dan Hannaway, 

Leadership Council Coordinator 

Dear Friends of the Force, 
This will be our final newsletter until the fall.  

This has been, and continues to be, a very busy 

Friendship Force summer. It has been not only 

busy, but very successful. We had a great time 

hosting the Brandon, Manitoba, Canada club in 

early June. (I know, it still wasn’t officially 

summer, but hey, the summer season begins on 

Memorial Day!) ED Susan Tindell included 

some venues that were a first on our hosting schedule, viz. the Western 

Mining Museum, a downtown walking tour conducted by a member of the 

staff at the Pioneer Museum, and a visit to the Paint Mines Interpretive Park 

in Calhan. There were even two eating establishments that were a first on 

the schedule, HuHot Mongolian Grill and Seeds Community Café in 

downtown Colorado Springs. To show its appreciation, the Brandon club 

made cash donations to both the Seeds Café, and to the Pioneer Museum. 

To top it off, one of my two gentlemen guests sent me an email after 

returning home. In it he said:  We had a FF summer windup last week…. 

Everyone at the gathering thought that the Pikes Peak exchange was the 

best they had been on! Your organization of the week was terrific.  

Great job, Susan! 

In just a little over a month following the departure of the Brandon club, the 

Central North Carolina club paid us a reciprocal visit in mid-July. (The 

Brandon club was also here on a reciprocal visit.) Most of the ambassadors 

were from Greensboro, but other communities, including Winston-Salem, 

were represented. ED Judie Werschky lived up to her reputation, and 

included two additional venues that were also firsts for our club – the 

National WW II Aviation Museum and the Shamrock Ranch.  These, and 

the new venues mentioned above, prove that Colorado Springs and the Pikes 

Peak Region have much to offer our guests besides the Garden of the Gods, 

the Air Force Academy, and Cripple Creek/Victor.  

Continued on page 2 
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Message from Dan (cont.) 

These back to back exchanges were just two more in what 

has become a series of superb inbound exchanges for us. 

Great credit goes not only to the EDs, but to all who made 

them possible – Welcome Party Hosts, Farewell Party Hosts, 

Dinner Hosts, Day Hosts, and especially the Home Hosts. 

On behalf of our entire club …. 

THANK YOU! 

Cheers, 

 

Dan 
 

John Stansfield -- Storyteller 

Our FFPPR August meeting (see accompanying article for 

details) will feature noted local storyteller and author, John 

Stansfield.  In his presentation, John will assume the 

persona of Enos Mills.  Enos Mills (1870-1922) lived 

remarkable mountain life.  From childhood on, his bond 

with mountains and wilderness, especially the Estes Park 

area, inspired him to overcome personal hardship to become 

a successful speaker, writer, naturalist, businessman, and 

driving force behind the creation of Rocky Mountain 

National Park, which celebrated its centennial in 2015, and 

the National Park Service in 2016. 

 

Following the program, the audience is invited to learn 

more about Mills in a question-and-answer session. 

 

 

John Stansfield as Enos Mills 

Next General Membership Meeting 

Our August General Membership meeting will be held on 

Tuesday the 16th at 5:00.  This meeting will be a “picnic” 

in the Woodmoor Barn located at 1691 Woodmoor Dr. in 

the Monument area.  Directions are provided at the end of 

this article.  For those of you unfamiliar with Woodmoor, 

the “Barn” is not an actual barn but a neighborhood event 

facility.   

Fried chicken, ham, beverages and ice will be provided; 

however, we are asking members to provide the side dishes 

as follows: 

Last names beginning with 

“A” through “H”  --  Salads 

“I” through “S”  -- Sides 

“T” through “Z”  -- Desserts 

There is a $3 per person charge to cover expenses.   

Directions 

Drive north on I-25 to Monument exit 161. 

Take a left onto CO Hwy 105 toward Monument. 

Take the next right onto Woodmoor Drive. 

Continue on Woodmoor Dr. for about 0.8 miles. 

The Woodmoor Barn is on the Right just past the fire 

station.  Look for this sign. 

 

 

There is ample parking in the lot in front of the Barn.  

Questions?  Please call Joanie Huggins at 630-1955 

 

https://www.facebook.com/162857007075852/photos/1036428259718718/
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Costa Rica Part. II:  The Touring Week 

 

2016 International Outbound 

Costa Rica – Part II: The touring week 

February 17 – 24, 2016 

By Shirley Miekka, Co-Exchange Director 

 

FFPPR Ambassadors on the Costa Rica Extra Tour:  Margaret Baptist, Bruni Berkowitz, Kaye and Mike Brabec, Eunice 

Ciaccio, Nora Durham, Dan Hannaway, Warren Hill (co-ED), Betty Hill, Werner Karlson, Brian and Jeanne Marsh, Shirley 

Miekka (co-ED). Hilde Paglow, and Marge Zimmerman. 

 

After a very rewarding and enjoyable exchange with the Alajuela Friendship Force club, we hugged our hosts goodbye on 

Wednesday morning, February 17. The Quick’s and Battersby's leave to return to the US, and the remaining 15 ambassadors 

board a bus driven by Freddy Barrantes (AKA Freddie), our driver and guide for the coming week. We set out with 

anticipation on this new adventure, but shortly must make an “emergency” stop at a local Walmart to exchange money, use 

the facilities and buy necessities (water, wine). Because our communication processes are not yet perfected, this stop takes 

a few hours. 

We finally head west on Pan American-1, the hilly, curvy “super highway” that stretches from Texas to Panama and beyond. 

This mostly four-lane road frequently squeezes down to two lanes for narrow creek bridges, road wash-outs and landslides. 

Then too, traffic backs up badly when overloaded semis strain to creep up the mountain inclines. 

An hour out, we stop at the cathedral in San Ramon, the “City of Poets and Presidents.” No one shows any interest in 

exploring the church or park—we apparently saw enough of both the previous week. Freddy drives us northward toward 

today’s destination.  We cross through the mountainous Los Angeles Cloud Forest, veiled in its usual dense fog, and stop 

for lunch at El Picadero, a country restaurant featuring typical Tico food (plus two championship horses).  

Mid-afternoon we reach La Fortuna, the tourist town at the foot of Arenal Volcano. We are staying a few miles west of 

town at Hotel Campo Verde, with 16 well-appointed chalets in a park-like setting with front porches for viewing the volcano. 

(Or so we are told—the volcano is hidden in dense clouds and will remain so throughout our stay). We drive to town for 

dinner and stock up (again) at a local market before returning to our cabins for a well-earned rest. 

On Thursday morning, Warren, Mike and Brian go off on a 6 a.m. birding tour. Although it rains mightily, they see scads 

of birds and learn a lot of nature lore from the knowledgeable guide. They consider the morning a rousing success. 

Meanwhile, Kaye, Jeanne, Eunice, Marge and Shirley enjoy a delicious breakfast at Campo Verde, and then hike the jungle 

trail below our chalets. The trail is steep and muddy, with several bridges over rushing streams. We get rain-drenched, but 

enjoy the experience despite encounters with red ants and cow pies.  

At 10 a.m. we board the bus and Freddy drives over wash-boarded roads to the town of El Castillo on the south shore of 

Lake Arenal. We stop for lunch at La Ventanita (“Little Window”), an outdoor café run by a California native and his Costa 

Rican girlfriend. The typical Tico food is excellent, which is why TripAdvisor rated this place #1 out of 100 restaurants in 

the area.  

Our bus labors up a steep narrow road to the Butterfly Conservatory for our early afternoon tour. The Conservatory is 

managed by Glenn Baines, a retired American engineer who bought the land from a cattle rancher and spent 16 years 

restoring it to native rainforest habitat. We learn about the stages of butterfly pupation from a young scientist and head down 
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the jungle trail to four “Atriums” (greenhouses) that provide specialized habitats for butterflies and frogs. Brother Jack, a 

monk and biology teacher on sabbatical from Seattle, enlightens and entertains us with information about diverse species 

of butterflies—morphos, postmen, glasswings, monarchs and owl eyes—as well as oh-so cute red-eyed green tree frogs and 

poison dart (“bluejeans”) frogs. We say goodbye to El Castillo and return to Hotel Camp Verde, where we cross the street 

for dinner at the Mirador Arenal Restaurant for some very decent steaks, a rarity in Costa Rica, land of (tough) grass-fed 

beef. 

Early Friday morning, Freddy drives us to the east end of Lake Arenal, where the dam generates power for much of Costa 

Rica. From there we motor up a narrow brick road to reach Lost Iguana gift shop, a favorite shopping spot with a variety of 

reasonably priced crafts, clothing, jewelry, sculpture and gifts. We swarm over their colorful merchandise like ants on 

spilled honey!  After an hour of exuberant buying, we lug our keepsakes to the bus and head back to La Fortuna. 

At Ecocentro Danaus, a wildlife refuge built around lagoon in a restored jungle habitat, we are divided into two groups with 

different tour guides. One guide spends a lot of time spotting birds that come to a feeding station. He is super knowledgeable 

and good enough at identifying bird species to please even Warren. We walk around the lagoon, and, with the help of the 

guide’s telescope, are able to spot other types of birds, mammals and amphibians. An interesting part of Ecocentro Danaus 

is the exhibit of the local Maleku indigenous tribe. A tribal elder and shaman tells us about their culture, history, language 

and art. He demonstrates their drum and rain-stick instruments, and gives us time to ask questions and shop for brightly 

painted Maleku crafts. (Werner expresses particular interest in the coconut shell bras). 

We travel a few miles south to the Fortuna Catarata (cataract), an impressive, graceful waterfall that plunges down into a 

canyon. Descending the 500 steps to the bottom of the falls for a cold swim is of little interest to our group, perhaps because 

it is raining hard. Instead we enjoy lunch in the sheltered Rio Lounge restaurant at the top of the stairs. 

When we return to La Fortuna, Kaye, Mike and Werner choose to explore the town, but the rest opt to soak in the volcano-

heated waters of Baldi Hot Spring. Most float lazily in the pleasantly warm pools, while fearless Brian, Warren and Dan 

brave the steep water slides. After a few hours of soaking, we change into “regular” clothes and enjoy Baldi’s tasty dinner 

buffet.  

On Saturday, we tuck into a final breakfast at Hotel Campo Verde, say adios to the unseen Volcano, pile into the bus and 

head toward the Caribbean coastal town of Puerto Viejo de Talamanca. Freddy heads the bus north to the town of Los Chilis 

and then drives eastward along the Nicaraguan border, following a zigzag route toward the seashore. We had no idea what 

a long day this would be! 

We arrive at La Tirimbina, an ecological education center, where we’ve booked an afternoon tour. Some of us walk across 

the suspension bridge over Rio Saripiqui river and hike the loop trail through the forest. Others stay in the office area and 

play cards or read. When the tour starts, our guide, Carolina, shows us cacao trees in blossom and others with cacao pods. 

She and a colleague demonstrate cocoa processing from the cacao pod to the finished chocolate. This includes chewing and 

spitting out the seeds, fermenting them for a week, drying, roasting, grinding, and warming to melt the oils. We test several 

stages as well as the yummy final product. 

After a late lunch at a local restaurant, we finally get underway again. Dusk is approaching when we make a rest stop part-

way to our destination. Freddy seems very anxious as we head east. He makes many phone calls to his boss and stops to 

tinker with the engine. It soon becomes clear that our bus has a major electrical problem. One clue: we have no headlights! 

Finally, Freddy finds a gas station to pull into, and tells us another bus will pick us up. We transfer our luggage to the new 

bus and head east with the new driver. Meanwhile Freddy drives the disabled bus west over the mountains to San Jose in 

the dark without headlights! Did I mention it is raining? 
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We arrive at our hotel late that evening. From what we can see in the dark, the place looks like a fantastic jungle paradise 

with thatch roofed bungalows scattered about in the rainforest. Before we retire, we celebrate our safe arrival with a glass 

or wine or margarita in the hotel dining room.  

Sunday morning, we hear the pre-dawn growls of a family of howler monkeys, and at daybreak we get our first view of 

Shahwandha Lodge—the quaint bungalows, open-air thatched restaurant and lounge, all connected by jungle trails. Its 

Caribbean-African décor lends an otherworldly exotic aura. As our members arrive yawning at the breakfast table, they 

murmur about their cool bungalows and fantastically tiled bathrooms. (Each bathroom is a unique masterpiece, signed by 

the tile artist). Breakfast is a beaut! Excellent coffee of course, tropical fruit plates adorned with hibiscus blossoms, toast, 

juice, and eggs cooked to order. We are delighted when Freddy joins us at breakfast after driving all night from San Jose 

with a replacement bus. He looks dog-tired, but guzzles many cups of strong coffee to keep him going throughout the day. 

We drive into Puerto Viejo to explore the town, an island-style funky beach resort that wears its Caribbean roots with hippie 

flair. The milling crowds of pedestrians and cars slow our travel a crawl. As we shop for tourist “necessities” and souvenirs, 

Freddy arranges an afternoon visit to a BriBri indigenous settlement. We head toward the BriBri compound, and, when 

partway there, we meet Luis, the father and shaman of the BriBri family. He continues on his motorbike and we take his 

son on board the bus to transport him to their home.  

Getting to the BriBri house on foot requires crossing an unsteady suspension bridge over a river. The missing or broken 

boards in the rickety structure cause our blood pressures to spike. Once safely across the bridge, we enter the house, a large 

room with open sides, and sit on logs on the floor. Luis welcomes us and tells us about his family of 20-some people who 

congregate, eat and sleep in this room. They use no machines, and rely only on muscle power, wheels, levers, machetes and 

rocks. They grow most of their own food and all their herbal medicines. 

In a nearby open-sided building, Luis’s mother (or mother-in-law?) shows us how to grind the roasted cacao beans by rolling 

a heavy rock “wheel” over a rock platform.  A few of us try and can attest to the difficulty of controlling the monster rock. 

We taste the resulting rich dark chocolate paste and find the flavor to be excellent. Outside, Luis points out many of the 

medicinal plants in his wild forest garden.  

Back in the house, we wash our hands from a jug of water before eating lunch, a banana leaf bowl containing cooked 

chicken, yucca, taro, plantain and potato in a flavorful spiced broth. Finger lickin’ good!  For dessert Luis’ wife gives us 

chocolate paste mixed with various spices and challenges us to identify the flavors. As we leave, Luis blesses us with a 

BriBri prayer, and we reciprocate by singing “Let There Be Peace on Earth”, a moving experience for us all. 

It’s late afternoon, and some of us relax in the hotel pool while others walk to the beach. In the dining pavilion we enjoy 

Shahwandha’s prize-winning dinner of shrimp cooked in ginger-coconut-curry sauce with rice and vegetables. A perfectly 

delectable end to a wonderful day! 

On Monday we take a morning tour of the Jaguar Rescue Center. Our guide explains the center’s history and mission and 

introduces us to some of the residents— “Pistachio” the brown pelican, cute baby howler monkeys, many injured birds and 

mammals, an American crocodile and some snakes. It is very moving to see the injured critters, and the tour is given an A+ 

rating by all.  

For lunch we head south to a seaside restaurant where we savor Caribbean rice, beans and chicken. Some of us return to 

Shahwandha for afternoon pool time (complete with Piña Coladas) and/or time on the beach. A few ride the bus to Cahuita 

National Park north of town for a nature hike. This highly rated destination unfortunately does not provide an enjoyable 

experience for them. We gather again for dinner in the Shahwandha restaurant pavilion, then return to our respective 

bungalows to pack up for tomorrow’s departure to Alajuela. 

On Tuesday we drive north from Puerto Viejo for a brief visit to the provincial capital of Limón, a city that is charming but 

shabby in an island sort of way. We head west to E.A.R.T.H. University, an organic agricultural research and teaching 
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facility that educates students from all over the world. Our young guide, Kenneth, once lived in the US and speaks excellent 

English. He plans to go back to Missouri to earn money as a pig-farming expert, and will later return to Costa Rica to set 

up his own farm. After an organic lunch, we watch a video about Earth U, and set off to tour the pig operations, the 

cow/cattle/buffalo farm, and finally the plant research gardens. (Look for organic E.A.R.T.H bananas at Whole Foods 

markets in the US).  

Continuing west over the mountains, Freddy maneuvers the bus through hilly curvy village streets to avoid San Jose rush 

hour traffic. He takes us to his home to meet his wife Gilda. She smilingly boards the bus to give him coffee, headache meds 

and a kiss. Sweet!  Arriving at the Marriott in Alajuela, we unload the bus for the last time. We present Freddy with a thank-

you greeting card and his gratuity, and say goodbye with many thanks for his expert guidance. 

Our last night in Costa Rica is spent over dinner in the hotel. Energetic Jeanne and Brian walk to the neighboring Walmart 

to buy chocolate, and Werner walks even farther to the airport to retrieve his precious Broncos hat, left on the airplane on 

the inbound flight.   

Wednesday morning, we partake of the breakfast buffet and ride the hotel shuttle to the airport for our flights home. Even 

though we have varied departure times and different lengths of stay in Dallas or Houston, many of us end up at the Colorado 

Springs airport at the same time. A fitting end of a fine two weeks together in the tourist mecca of Costa Rica. 

 

 
Arenal Volcano  -- Costa Rica 

CC BY-SA 3.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=295717 

 

 

 

 

 

“I have traveled more than anyone else, and I have noticed that even the angels speak English with an accent.” 

Mark Twain from Pudd’nhead Wilson’s New Calendar 
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FFPPR Exchange Info 

Both the Brandon, Manitoba and Central North Carolina in-bounds were very successful exchanges.  As Dan mentioned in 

his opening address, we added a number of new experiences and first time venues that expand our list of event offerings 

and should enhance the appeal of the Pikes Peak region in the eyes of other clubs.  Post-exchange responses from both clubs 

were highly favorable.  More than one ambassador rated these exchanges among their very best exchange experiences.  

FFPPR member participation is also to be commended.  As Judie Werschky summarized our North Carolina experience, 

 

Of the 41 households in our club, 29 participated in some way in the recent in-bound exchange from Central North 

Carolina.  That's more than 70%!  If you didn't participate, you're not getting your money's worth!  We had a great 

time with our ambassadors, from the "treasure hunt" in the Brushes' yard to the create-your-own dinner at HuHot 

Mongolian Barbecue.  Put on your calendar that you'll be active in next year's exchanges with Xalapa and Sao 
Paulo. 

There are indeed many ways to participate.  Please take a close look at the 2017 exchanges in the following article and see 

where you can fit in.  Here are a few photos of some of the friends we made during the two recent exchanges.   

 

 

 

 

Brandon, Manitoba Exchange 

June 5-11, 2016 
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Central North Carolina Exchange 

July 13-20, 2016 

 

 
 

 
 

 

“To get the full value of joy you must have somebody to divide it with.” 

Mark Twain from Pudd’nhead Wilson’s New Calendar 

 

FFPPR Upcoming Exchanges 

 

September 18 -21  -- In-bound Global Exchange 

 

ED Susan Tindell, assisted by Etta McClanahan and Judie Werschky 

This is an exciting new venture for us. FFI is encouraging global exchanges, which are open to individual members from 

anywhere in the world. This one is a combined effort of the Front Range clubs (Cheyenne, Northern Colorado, Denver, and 

Pikes Peak Region) and Western Colorado (Grand Junction) and Salt Lake. It's a complicated itinerary, but our part is 

simple. We will have the ambassadors for 3 nights and 2.5 days of group activities. By the time they arrive, they should be 



 
 

VOLUME 9, ISSUE 4—Aug 2016         Page 9 

 

a cohesive group even though they arrived as strangers.  Susan Tindell has developed a hosting brochure for this exchange.  

An event review session for participating hosts will be held on September 1st in Library 21C Room B6 at 2:30. 

 

2017 Exchange Plans  Details on these exchange will emerge as we obtain more information.  You may want to talk to the 

assigned EDs to indicate interest. 

 

May 27 – June 3, 2017  

In-bound from Sao Paulo, Brazil   

EDs TBD 

This should give us an opportunity to visit them later!   

Applications for ED for this exchange are accepted by the leadership council.  If interested, please contact Dan Hannaway 

(596-7633) or Judie Werschky (632-9989). 

 

August 2-8, 2017 

Inbound from Xalapa, Mexico 

Dan Hannaway 596-7633 

 

June, 2017 

Outbound to Southern Oregon (near Medford).  Dates have not been solidified, but we are shooting for the 3rd week of 

June.  More details will be forthcoming as they become known.  This area features the Ashland Shakespeare Festival, 

Crater Lake and other interesting attractions. 

 

September – October, 2017 

Out-bound to Montreal.  No firm dates at this time.  We are seeking an additional week in Canada.  2017 promises to be an 

exciting time to visit Montreal.  The city will be celebrating its 375th anniversary as well as the 150th anniversary of Canada.  

Many festivals, events, exhibitions, shows and more are planned to commemorate these anniversaries. 

Jeanne and Brian Marsh (590-7237) 

 

 

 

“The world is a book, and those who do not travel read only a page.”  -- St. Augustine 

 

 

 

 

 

–

tin

g 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=mexico&view=detailv2&&id=288249D1BC4BCAED53223623C0ED43AE0BB22B80&selectedIndex=0&ccid=kR19bush&simid=608028410693226073&thid=OIP.M911d7d6eeb2125b17d099a264d68c7dcH0
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FFPPR Council Meeting Minutes 

June 2, 2016 

 

 
Attendees: Dan Hannaway, Mike Brabec, Dick Battersby, Judie Werschky, Joanie Huggins, Margaret Baptist, Jerry Sabolik 

Past President/Current EDs/Guests: Susan and Steve Tindall 

 
Introductory Remarks (Dan Hannaway) 

 Website update progress. 

 Regional Conference in Grand Junction, May 13-15. Documents from proceedings were sent out by Dan, including a CD. 

 Hosting database (Judie/Jerry). Response has been poor.  Please encourage members to respond. 

 FFPPR Cards-Notify Dan about information that should be on the cards. 

 

Minutes of Previous Meeting (Mike Brabec). Moved and seconded to accept with corrections. 

 

Treasurer’s Report (Dick Battersby). Due to the nearness of the Council Meeting date to the closing 

statements, the report will be made next regular Council meeting. 

 

Exchanges (Judie Werschky): 

 To facilitate organizing the various tasks and activities of an Exchange, the possibility of forming teams of members, with 

each team coordinating a single activity, such as aligning day hosts with home hosts, dinner hosts, program, etc., was 

discussed and regarded favorably. 

 Interactive Online training for EDs should be available at the FFI Website beginning in July. 

 

International Exchanges: 

 May 2017 Sao Paulo, Brazil. 

 August 8 2017 Xalapa Mexico ED Dan Hannaway 

 Sept/Oct 2017 Montreal, Canada EDs for 2015 visit of Montreal Club were Jeanne and Brian Marsh. Confirmation will be 

made as date approaches. Judie will check with FFI about arranging Pre/Post extensions of the Montreal exchange. 

 

Domestic Exchanges: 

 2016 Inbound: Brandon, Manitoba, Canada – June 5-11 – ED Susan Tindell 

 2016 Inbound: Central North Carolina.- July 13-20 – ED Judie Werschky. On track, forces will be mustered as dates 

approach. 

 2016 Inbound: Global Exchange – September 18-21 – EDs Susan Tindell & Judie Werschky. A Welcome party likely will 

not be held; more of a handoff. The Farewell dinner will be Tuesday, Sept. 20. 

 2017 Invitation for an Outbound to Oregon, Medford/Ashland area, has been made, for the June 1 -June 6, 7 period. 

 We received an inquiry from the Columbia Cascades, OR Club that would like to visit in 2018; we would reciprocate in 

2019. Possibility of conflict with Cleveland, OH, and Ashland, OR was noted. 

 

Meeting and Event Plans (Joanie Huggins): 

 Evites to the general membership were sent out for the General Membership meeting/Brandon Farewell dinner. Forty Evites 

were sent out; 20 replies as of Council meeting. To page the non-responders, the list was divided between Mike Brabec, 

Steve and Susan Tindell and others. 

 

Membership, Recruitment, Publicity, Fund Raising (Margaret Baptist): 

Margaret noted that she has the Schultz’s name tags. 

 

Newsletter (Jerry Sabolik): 

Jerry noted that printing and distributing the Newsletter to those without e-mail is costly and time-consuming. Raised the 

question of whether or not we can go to totally electronic distribution. Noted that some members do not have convenient 

access to a computer, or a printer. Decided to go one more round of printing and then resolve the question. 
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For the Good of the Order:  

The next meeting will be July 7 at Library 21C Room B6 at 3 PM NOTE: The meeting time has been amended to be July 12, 

at 1:30, same location.  Meeting adjourned at 4:31. 

 

Respectively submitted, Mike Brabec, Secretary and Historian 

 

 

 

 

FFPPR Council Meeting Minutes 

July 12, 2016 

 

 
Attendees: Dan Hannaway, Mike Brabec, Dick Battersby, Judie Werschky, Joanie Huggins, Margaret Baptist, Jerry Sabolik 

Past President/Current EDs/Guests: Susan and Steve Tindell, Nora Durham 

 

Introductory Remarks (Dan Hannaway) 

 

 Website update progress: Nora Durham displayed the Website as currently constructed. Still undergoing refinement, but 

Council members were impressed with progress and appearance. Will be available for review shortly. Nice job, Nora. 

 Retractable banner for FFPPR: Judie Werschky displayed a banner currently used by AAUW. The banner rolls into a self-

contained stand for compact storage and transport.  Suggested that our Club obtain on with our Club name and logo for use at 

gatherings, airport collection sites, etc. Cost is less than $150. Will be presented to the Club membership for consideration 

and approval. 

 Hosting database (Judie/Jerry) revisited: Response has improved somewhat, but decided to present Hosting Information sheet 

to members to be filled out at the next general meeting(s). 

 FFPPR Cards revisited: Dan can provide individual members with a computer template to construct their personal cards if 

they desire. 

 

Minutes of Previous Meeting (Mike Brabec): Minutes read and one correction noted: Marsh’s were suggested EDs for the Sao Paulo 

Inbound, but has not been confirmed with them. Moved and seconded to approve as corrected. 

 

Treasurer’s Report (Dick Battersby): Copy attached. Updated for June and July. Little activity 

noted. Checking balance of $3,845.91; Total, $6,111.31. Moved and seconded to accept report. 

 

Exchanges (Judie Werschky): 

International Exchanges: 

 May 27-June 3, 2017 Sao Paulo, Brazil ED/EDs? 

 August 2-8, 2017 Xalapa Mexico ED Dan Hannaway 

 Sept/Oct 2017 Montreal, Canada EDs Jeanne and Brian Marsh 

Domestic Exchanges: 

 2016 Inbound: Central North Carolina.- July 13-20 – ED Judie Werschky 

Preliminary assistance has been very good and all aspects of the program appear in place. All our club members are evited to 

attend the Farewell Dinner. 

 

 2016 Inbound: Global Exchange – September 18-21 – EDs Susan Tindell & Judie Werschky 

Susan reported that we still need hosts for all Ambassadors for the three-night visit. Ten 

hosts are required. Program still under construction but will include highlights of our regular 

itinerary: AFA, Garden of the Gods and Pikes Peak. Farewell dinner will be Sept. 20, with 

Ambassadors departing Sept. 21 am. Etta McClanahan will organize the party. 

 2017 Outbound to South Oregon and Columbia Cascade-Judie reported that the Southern Oregon Club has moved the 

invitation to the third week of June. Activities would be based in the Medford-Ashland area. The Columbia Cascade Club is 

still interested in exchanging but have been advised would likely be 2018. No word from the Cleveland Club when they are 

interested in coming. 

 

 Dan reminded members that the FFI International meeting will be in Manchester, England, August 25-27, 2017. 
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 Discussion about seat fee for EDs. Susan incurred personal costs over that paid by visiting Ambassadors. Agreed to issue a 

check to Susan for $250; she can dispose of the money as she wishes as she refused any reimbursement. 

 

Meeting and Event Plans (Joanie Huggins): The General Membership meeting will be held at the Woodmoor Barn (1691 Woodmoor 

Dr.) August 15, 4 pm. This will be a picnic with main dish purchased from Popeye’s. Members to provide side dishes, assigned 

according to last name.  Evites will be sent by Jerry. 

 

Membership, Recruitment, Publicity, Fund Raising (Margaret Baptist): 

Advertise on MY COLORADO page of Gazette. Also, check out NEXTGEN (50+ citizens targeted) website. 

 

Newsletter (Jerry Sabolik):  

 Jerry is requesting articles by the end of July for publication of the Newsletter in early August.  

 Will print 4 copies in gray scale for mailing; rest will be sent as emails. 

 

For the Good of the Order:  

The next meeting will be August 4 at Library 21C Room B6 at 3 PM.  NOTE: The secretary was not able to secure this 

meeting time. The 1:30-3:30 slot was the best he could do. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 3:30. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FFPPR Treasurer’s Report 

August 4, 2016 

 

 

Checking Balance 6/30/2016          $3,791.91 

 

Expenses: 

7/12/2016 CK 1904 Susan Tindell – ED Fee for Brandon Exchange $250.00    -$250.00 

 

Income: 

7/08/2016 Deposit  FFPPR Gen Mtg Fee -Durham     $5.00 

    Sale of 49 FFPPR Pins    $49.00      $54.00 

 

Checking Balance 7/31/2016          $3,595.91 

 

Other ENT Credit Union Accounts: 

 

6/30/2016 Savings          $1,911.02 

6/30/2016 Exchange Checking           $354.38 

 

Total All Accounts           $5,861.31 
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Friendship Force Information 

FFPPR Leadership Council 2016-2017 

 

 

Council Coordinator 

Dan Hannaway, 596-7633 

Treasurer 

Dick Battersby, 531-5991 

Secretary/Historian 
Mike Brabec, 434-2053 

Exchange Coordinator 
Judie Werschky, 632-9989 

Membership Coordinator 

Margaret Baptist, 520-5237 

Activities Coordinator 

Joanie Huggins, 630-1955 

Newsletter Coordinator 
Jerry Sabolik, 481-2876 

Webmaster 
Nora Durham, 232 9277 

 

http://friendshipforcepikespeak.com 

 

Friendship Force of the Mountain States 

Region Presidents for 2016 

 

Cheyenne Judy Eatmon  eatmonjudy@gmail.com  

Denver  Carl Dawson CarlDawson@remax.net 

Northern CO Barbara Miller bmill4708@comcast.net 

Pikes Peak Dan Hannaway dgmh@comcast.net 

Utah/Salt Lake City  Judy Cohen judycohen@xmission.com 

Western CO Sue Moyer suemoyer51@gmail.com 

 

Mtn States Field Rep  Sue Palmer alfshouse12@hotmail.com 

 

Mountain States Region Friendship Force 

Club Websites 

 

Cheyenne -- http://www.friendshipforcecheyenne.org/ 

Denver -- http://friendshipforcedenver.org/ 

Northern Colorado -- http://ffncolo.com/ 

Pikes Peak -- http://friendshipforcepikespeak.com/ 

Utah/Salt Lake City -- http://www.friendshipforceofutah.org/ 

Western Colorado -- http://www.ffwcolo.com/  

 

The FFPPR Newsletter is published and distributed on a bi-monthly schedule and usually will correspond to our general 

membership meeting months.  As your new newsletter editor, I welcome any suggestions, criticisms, and, of course, your 

articles.  We have all had interesting travel experiences and share an interest in learning from the experiences of others.  

Thanks for your support, and please send your comments and articles to me at    j2sabolik@comcast.net.     

               

             Jerry 

http://friendshipforcepikespeak.com/
mailto:eatmonjudy@gmail.com
mailto:CarlDawson@remax.net
mailto:bmill4708@comcast.net
mailto:dgmh@comcast.net
mailto:judycohen@xmission.com
mailto:suemoyer51@gmail.com
http://www.friendshipforcecheyenne.org/
http://friendshipforcedenver.org/
http://ffncolo.com/
http://friendshipforcepikespeak.com/
http://www.friendshipforceofutah.org/
http://www.ffwcolo.com/
mailto:j2sabolik@comcast.net
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FFI Atlanta website: www.friendshipforce.org  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

An updated FFPPR 2016 Calendar is shown on the following page. 
 
 

http://www.friendshipforce.org/
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2016 FFPPR Calendar 

2016 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 2016

Sat 1 Sat

Sun 1 Outbound 2 Sun

Mon 1 2 Cleveland 1 3 Mon

Tue 2 1 3 Cleveland 2 4 1 Tue

Wed 3 2 4 1 3 5 2 Wed

Thu 4 3 Lead Council  5 Lead Council 2 Lead Council 4 Lead Council 1 Lead Council 6 Lead Council 3 Lead Council 1 Lead Council Thu

Fri 1 New Year's 5 4 1 6 3 1 5 2 7 4 2 Fri

Sat 2 6 5 2 7 4 2 6 3 8 5 3 Sat

Sun 3 7 6 3 8 Mother's Day 5 Inbound 3 7 4 9 6 4 Sun

Mon 4 8 7 4 9 6 Manitoba 4 Independ Day 8 5 Labor Day 10 7 5 Mon

Tue 5 9 8 5 10 7 Manitoba 5 9 6 11 8 Election 6 Tue

Wed 6 10 Outbound 9 6 11 8 Manitoba 6 10 7 12 9 7 Wed

Thu 7 11 Costa Rica 10 7 Lead Council 12 9 Manitoba 7 Lead Council 11 8 13 10 8 Thu

Fri 8 12 Costa Rica 11 8 13 Regional 10 Manitoba 8 12 9 14 11 Veterans' D. 9 Fri

Sat 9 13 Costa Rica 12 9 14 Conference 11 FF Meeting 9 13 10 15 12 10 Sat

Sun 10 14 Costa Rica 13 10 15 12 10 14 11 16 13 11 Sun

Mon 11 15 Costa Rica 14  FF Meeting 11 16 13 11 15 12 17 14 12 Mon

Tue 12 16 Costa Rica 15 12 17 14 12 16  FF Meeting 13 18  FF Meeting 15 13  FF Meeting Tue

Wed 13 17 Costa Rica 16 13 18 15 13 Inbound 17 14 19 16 14 Wed

Thu 14 18 Costa Rica 17 14 19 16 14 North Carolina 18 15 20 17 15 Thu

Fri 15 19 Costa Rica 18 15 20 17 15 North Carolina 19 16 21 18 16 Fri

Sat 16 20 Costa Rica 19 16 21 18 16 North Carolina 20 17 22 19 17 Sat

Sun 17 21 Costa Rica 20 17 22 19 Father's Day 17 North Carolina 21 18 Inbound 23 20 18 Sun

Mon 18 MLK Day 22 Costa Rica 21 18 23 20 18 North Carolina 22 19 Global 24 21 19 Mon

Tue 19 23 Costa Rica 22 19  FF Meeting 24 21 19 North Carolina 23 20 Global 25 22 20 Tue

Wed 20 24 Costa Rica 23 20 25 22 20 North Carolina 24 21 Global 26 23 21 Wed

Thu 21 25 24 21 26 23 21 25 22 27 24 Thanksgiving 22 Thu

Fri 22 26 25 22 27 24 22 26 23 28 25 23 Fri

Sat 23 27 26 23 28 25 23 27 24 29 26 24 Sat

Sun 24 28 27 Easter 24 29 26 24 28 25 30 27 25 Christmas Sun

Mon 25 29 28 25 30 Memorial Day 27 25 29 26 31 Halloween 28 26 Mon

Tue 26 29 26 Outbound 31 28 26 30 27 29 27 Tue

Wed 27 30 27 Cleveland 29 27 31 28 30 28 Wed

Thu 28 31 28 Cleveland 30 28 29 29 Thu

Fri 29 29 Cleveland 29 30 30 Fri

Sat 30 30 Cleveland 30 31 New Year's Eve Sat

Sun 31 31 Sun  

 


